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years. Publications fall under three headings: religious books,
school books, and general literature, the majority being literature
on Christianity and textbooks. The Bible, or portions of it, has
been printed in 290 African languages. Since 1938 a considerable
number of publications in various African languages have been
added and the response to literary competitions indicates a
growing interest among educated Africans in the development
of literature in their own tongues.

Though literature in most African languages is still at an
early stage, an examination of published material by African
authors in a number of languages includes folk-lore, proverbs,
songs, customs, history, biography, religion, poetry, drama and
fiction. The fostering and guiding of this literary movement is
of the first importance, for the supply of literature is obviously
inadequate. The teaching of reading has greatly improved, but
what is the good of that if there are not publications of interest
to read? If literacy is to spread, a movement to produce literature
in selected African languages on a scale not yet attempted is
required.

Once literature is produced, it has to be efficiently distributed,
both in centres of population and in lonely places. For this
a variety of channels have to be created. Missions have been the
pioneers in setting up bookshops and depots. Mission stations
and schools have been centres of distribution. These facilities
need to be increased. In great African markets and traders*
stores most commodities but books can be obtained. Mobile
units and colporteurs are few. Libraries are small or more often
non-existent. A number of efforts to establish libraries have
failed. A promising beginning in a big West African town had
in 1939 dwindled to a single case of dusty novels in a municipal
building, and before it sat a tax collector, as though the unat-
tractive collection in itself was not enough to hold a would-be
reader at bay! The usual cause of failure is that the interested
founder has died or gone away, and there are not trained African
librarians to guide and encourage reading and to make the
library a centre of adult education. Fortunately, a new day is